1866]       THE  CONNECTICUT CAMPAIGN       455

to me on Thursday evening at the Marquis Montholon's
party when I met him, that he had great anxiety and
should feel relieved after Saturday. But the day has passed
off peaceably. We have had no telegraphs of riot or dis-
order on the frontier or in Canada. There is less disturb-
ance in our own country than is usual on this anniversary.

By special invitation from Secretary Seward himself, I
went this evening to meet a Belgian delegation at his house.
Mrs. Welles and Edgar went with me. McCulloch, Denni-
son, and Speed were similarly invited, as were others. I
found we were after-dinner guests, appendages to the spe-
cial party, called in to set off the Secretary's party. The
evening was cold, fires low or out, and though the persons
assembled put on the best face, it was an uncomfortable
affair, and I for one in no very good humor, believing I had
been uselessly put to inconvenience without cause.

Am having sharp questions and importunities in regard
to the Connecticut election, and do not choose to answer
them or to be mixed up in the contest, which has been
badly shaped. The fault is as much here in Washington as
elsewhere. Foreseeing the issues which the Radicals in
Congress were forming, I suggested near the commence-
ment of the session to the President, that unless the lines
were sharply drawn, they would have him at disadvantage.
We now see it in the result in New Hampshire, and similar
consequences may be expected in Connecticut. General
Hawley's sympathies and feelings are with the Radicals
in the differences between the President and Congress, or
rather with Congress than the President. English, on the
other hand, is wholly with the President, and totally, earn-
estly opposed to the Congressional policy. The election of
English would secure a friend to the President, but English
and those who support him opposed his (the President's)
election and most of them opposed the War. Hawley,
while not in full accord with the President on present ques-
tions, and I am afraid not on the rights of the States, sup-
ported his election, and was an earnest soldier from the